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ensure success, as in the state of Ireland any check in the beginning might prove fatal in its consequences. The principal army was to assemble at Athlone or Longford, and Lord Cornwallis determined to command in person. Such regiments as could be spared from the interior received orders to direct their march on the Shannon; a draft from the Warwick and Bucks Militia, amounting to 750 men, including their flank companies, was drawn from the Dublin garrison. I was ordered to assemble my corps at Blessing-ton and march to Sallins, where boats were to be ready to convey us along the canal to Tullarnore, by which means the men would be fresh immediately to proceed to Athlone. I sent orders to Lord Huntley and Colonel Campbell to march immediately to Blessington, and I set off myself for it next morning.
On Sunday, the 25th August, I left Blessington at 4 A.M, with the first and second iBank battalions, the i ooth Regiment, and the detachments of Hompesch's Cavalry. We reached Sallins at night, but found no boats; the troops sat down with their arms in their hands. About twelve o'clock Lord Cornwallis and his suite arrived. After staying about an hour he proceeded down the canal to Phillipstown. We at last obtained boats, and having been joined by the English militia, we passed Phillipstown at from 3 A.M. to 4 A.M., and reached Tullamore pretty early. I received orders at Phillipstown to march to Kilbeggan. We arrived there in the afternoon and encamped. A brigade of British artillery joined here. The whole were put under my command. I saw Lord Cornwallis that night. The troops directed to assemble at Longford and Carrickshannon were ordered to move on Athlone. Reports were received that the French had moved no farther than Ballina; but what seemed to give Lord Cornwallis much uneasiness was that General Hutchinson had advanced with a small force from Galway to Castlebar, which, he said, was much too near the enemy. Unless General Hutchinson was very careful he would be attacked, and it was highly imprudent to risk an action with so small a force when reinforcements were so near at